                                    February 28, 2009

                                    The Honorable Barack Obama

                                    President of the United States

                                    The White House

                                    1600 Pennsylvania Avenue  NW

                                    Washington, DC  20500                   VIA CERTIFIED MAIL

                                    RE: Congressional Speech/College Education

                                    Dear Mr. President: 

Like most Americans I was very pleased with your outstanding speech to the Congress and the Nation on February 24.

I was particularly interested in the section on the importance of increasing college education nationwide.  Nowhere is this more important than in police officers in whom we place our trust for our liberties and even our lives.  Several national commissions and many leading authorities have recommended a MINIMUM education for a police officer to be a BA degree.  However, these recommendations have been ignored by most police departments as they have ignored almost all recommendations of these various National commissions.

Some of these recommendations have included:


The quality of policing will not improve significantly until higher education requirements are established for its personnel. (Police, President’s Commission on Law Enforcement and the Administration of Justice, 1967) 

By 1985, all police departments should require a BA           Degree for all new officers. (Police, National Advisory Commission on Criminal Justice Standards and Goals (1973)
It is nonsense to state or assume that the enforcement of law is so simple that it can be done by those unencumbered by the study of liberal arts.  Officers of any department should certainly be conversant with the structure of government and its philosophies.  They must be well-grounded in sociology, criminology, and human relations in order to understand the 
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(Quotations continued)
ramifications of the problems which confront them daily. (Standards for the Urban Police Function, American Bar Asn., 1972)


We repeat as stated in the opening “the most enduring problems in criminal justice (including policing) are neither technical nor financial, they are political.  (A National Strategy to Reduce Crime, National Advisory Commission on Criminal Justice Standards and Goals, 1973) 
(Prior Federal policy has been opposite/contradictory resulting in wasting billions of dollars, both local and Federal.)
With the advent of “Community Policing” these capabililties for police officers become even more critical. To try to close this college degree gap in policing, I formed a non-profit organization in 2000, “Police Association for College Education – PACE”.  I had only my personal funds, which are limited as I am a retired Federal employee.  (I was co-founder of the National Institute of Justice – U.S. Justice Department.)  I am trying to make a meaningful contribution to improving policing and thereby improve society in general.  Progress has been significant but slow with my limited funds.  The website is www.police-association.org.   I am enclosing a copy of an article I wrote when appointed assistant editor of the Police Chief magazine for a special edition on “College Education and Policing,” also my “Summary Vitae”. 

         Mr. President, I hope I will be given the opportunity to discuss this important issue

         of mutual interest with a member of your staff.  

                                                  Most Sincerely,

                                                  Louis A. Mayo, Ph.D.

                                                  Executive Director

        Enclosures
